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Following an incident when one of our residents was injured when a stile collapsed while she was 
using it, Potto Parish Council undertook an audit of the public rights of way in the Parish. The 
audit revealed the poor condition and lack of maintenance of the rights of way and footpath 
furniture i.e. stiles, bridges, gates etc. 
 
Some of the key points noted include; 
 
 

 Number of public rights of way in Potto with issues   100% 
 
Every public right of way in the Parish of Potto has at least one issue that requires 
attention 

 

 Access for Aging Population           0% 
 

There is not one public right of way in the Parish of Potto that provides adequate access 
for the ageing population that is predominant in the Parish. 

 

 Disabled Access             0% 
 

There is not one public right of way in the Parish of Potto that provides adequate access 
for the disabled or mothers with pushchairs etc. 
 

 Access for dogs            10% 
 

Only 10% of the stiles in the Parish of Potto provide access for dogs. 

 

 Sign posts 
 

Sign posts and way markers are either in a poor state of repair or non-existent, making 
following rights of way difficult. 

 

 Maintenance 
 
All of the rights of way in the Parish of Potto require maintenance to footpaths, 
bridleways stiles etc. 

 

 Collaboration 
 

Potto Parish Council is seeking ways to work with NYCC to maintain its public rights of 
way in good order. 

Potto is a small Parish with no School or Shop and requires good serviceable routes for its 
residents to access facilities in neighbouring villages.  

Potto Parish Council has tried unsuccessfully to engage with NYCC footpaths on many occasions 
to improve this status of the public rights of way in the Parish. 

We would request a meeting with a representative of NYCC to resolve the current unsustainable 
state of affairs with respect to public rights of way in the Parish.  

1 Executive Summary 
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The public rights of way in the Parish of Potto, North Yorkshire, consist of; 

► C Roads  

► Unclassified Roads 

► Bridleways  

► Footpaths 

 

 
 
Public Rights of Way in the Parish of Potto  
 
Potto Parish Council initiated an audit of all footpaths and public rights of way following 
concerns raised by members of the public as to the safety and condition of footpaths and 
stiles in the Parish. 
 
Potto Parish has no local amenities with exception of the local public house, church and 
village hall, there is no hard foot path access to our nearest Shops, Doctors or amenities 
at Hutton Rudby and access by unsurfaced roads only to Swainby our nearest village.  
 
The Parish of Potto has an ageing demographic that enjoy access to open countryside for 
exercise and walking pets however recent accidents to members of the public due to 
poorly maintained rights of way and the lack of response received from NYCC rights of 
way, and highways departments despite many requests have resulted in Potto parish 
Council initiating this audit. 

2 Introduction 



 
 
 

 

 
 

Potto Parish Rights of Way Audit - 25th September 2016  Potto Parish Council Page 4 of 43 

 
It must be noted that the results of the audit have raised many concerns within the Parish 
Council and we would request an urgent meeting with NYCC rights of way and highways 
departments to discuss this situation and develop a suitable solution to the current issues. 
 

Potto Parish Council takes a pro-active role in maintaining public rights of way, clearing 

fallen trees and resurfacing footpaths, however despite repeated requests to NYCC who 

maintain responsibility for public rights of way there has been no offer of collaboration in 

any shape or form, sadly this is clearly in contradiction to the stated aims of the North 

Yorkshire County Council Parish Charter. 

 

It remains clear that the responsibility for public rights of way remain with NYCC and the 
landowners however, Potto Parish Council as a responsible body wish to collaborate 
with all parties to ensure a sustainable solution to public rights of way in our Parish on 
behalf of all our residents. 
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For the purpose of this audit C class roads have not been included. 

 

3.1 Unclassified Roads  
 

There are a number of unclassified roads in the Parish of Potto; 
 

► Parsons Back Lane 
► Cooper Lane 
► Cooper Close 

 
Parsons Back Lane is in urgent need of resurfacing due to the number of potholes in the 
road which make it dangerous for cyclists and motorists alike. 
 
The section of Cooper Lane in the village and Cooper Close are part of the main village road 
system and maintained accordingly. 
 
The lower section of Cooper Lane to Swainby Ellers is classified as a road maintainable at 
public expense, clarification of its status, signage and on-going maintenance is required. 
 

Route Status: Unclassified Road 

Route Description Cooper Lane to Goldgate Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447471.52, 503316.01 to 447596.36, 502606.98 

Route No: U1874/9/50 

 

Issue 1 Classification and Maintenance of Road 

Issue Description The Parish Council has sought clarification on the 
classification of the right of way from NYCC on numerous 
occasions, however no clear classification has been 
provided by NYCC. 
 
The road is maintainable at public expense, however 
despite repeated requests from PPC to work with 
highways to maintain this right of way no offer of 
collaboration with the Parish Council has been forth 
coming. 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

NYCC Area 2 Highways 

Additional Details  Potto Parish Council and residents have continued to 
maintain the right of way resurfacing the right of way 
cutting hedges and vegetation. Repeated requests have 
been made to NYCC for provision of materials etc. to 
maintain the right of way but these have been ignored by 
NYCC. 

  

Photographs   

3 Public Rights of Way 
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Issue 2 Signage 

Issue Description Suitable signage is required to indicate the status of the 
right of way as well as who is entitled to use it 
 

Time and Date 05/11/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible  

NYCC Area 2 Highways 

Additional Details  An on-site meeting with NYCC highways officer was held 
on the 4th November to discuss the issues regarding 
classification of the route. 
 
The Parish Council is seeking a road traffic order for this 
right of way. 

 

Issue 3 Footbridge 

Issue Description The footbridge is not wide enough to allow pushchairs or 
wheelchair access 
 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible  

NYCC Area 2 Highways 

Additional Details  The Parish Council is seeking to have the bridge widened 
to facilitate access for all pedestrian traffic.  

 

Issue 4 Ford 

Issue Description The ford is used by Horses, motor cycles and road 
vehicles as the footbridge is not wide enough to allow 
passage even for push chairs or wheelchairs. 
 
 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible  

NYCC Area 2 Highways 

Additional Details  The ford can be extremely dangerous during wet weather 

 

Potto Parish Council has invested a considerable amount of time, effort and money in 

maintaining this public right of way, despite repeated requests NYCC has not engaged 

with Potto Parish Council and is not undertaking its statutory obligations towards the 

sustainable upkeep of this public right of way.  
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3.2 Bridleways  
 

There is one Bridleway in the Parish which runs from Sexhow through to Goldgate Lane. 
  

Route Status: Bridleway 

Route Description Sexhow to Goulton Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447952.06, 505078.16 to 447856.36, 504672.28 

Route No: 10.118/2/1 

  

Issue 1 Bridleway Surface at 448018.38, 505052.43 

Issue Description The rough unmaintained surface of bridleway makes it 
inaccessible for pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

NYCC PROW 50146 

Additional Details  The surface has been badly cut up by the passage of 
horses to make reasonable passage on foot extremely 
difficult and by cycle impossible. 

Photograph 1 
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Issue 2 Bridleway Surface at 447984.31, 505046.63 

Issue Description Bridleway crosses beck and the surface has been 
washed away making it impassable during wet weather.  
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

NYCC PROW 50146 

Additional Details  The gully shown is during dry conditions when wet this is 
a water channel. 

Photograph 1 

 
  

Issue 2 Bridleway Surface at 447932.85, 505087.94 

Issue Description Bridleway width not maintained at correct width 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61075 

Photograph 1 
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Issue 3 No Bridleway Signpost at 447866.53, 504625.16 

Issue Description The is no bridleway sign where the Bridleway joins 
Goulton Lane. 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

NYCC PROW 61076 

Additional Details  Only signage indicates Caravan Park 

Photograph 1 

 

 

Route Status: Bridleway 

Route Description Goulton Lane to Goldgate Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447937.56, 504498.33 to 447718.67, 503914.14 

Route No: 10.118/5/1 

  

Issue 1 Bridleway Sign at 448029.61, 504472.23 

Issue Description Bridleway sign is hidden by undergrowth 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner/NYCC PROW 61077 

Additional Details  Hedges require cutting 
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Photograph 1 

 

 

Route Status: Bridleway 

Route Description Goulton Lane to Goldgate Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447718.67, 503914.14 to 447860.73, 503468.40  

Route No: 10.118/5/2 

  

Issue 1 No route marking for footpath 10.118/17/1 

Issue Description There is no clear indication of where footpath 
10.118/17/1 joins the bridleway. 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  There is no footpath at the Ordnance Survey Co-
ordinates. 
 
There are also no way makers for footpath 10.118/8/1 

Photograph 
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Issue 2 No route marking for footpath 10.118/7/1 

Issue Description There is no clear indication of where footpath 10.118/7/1 
joins the bridleway. 
 

Time and Date 30/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

improvement 

Additional Details  Way marker required 

 

Route Status: Bridleway 

Route Description Goulton Lane to Goldgate Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447860.73, 503468.40 to 448147.03, 503102.38  

Route No: 10.118/5/3 

  

Issue 1  

Issue Description This section of the bridleway is in good order however  
 
 
 

Time and Date 30/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

NYCC- ok for now 

Additional Details  Signage requires maintenance 

Photographs  

 

 

  



 
 
 

 

 
 

Potto Parish Rights of Way Audit - 25th September 2016  Potto Parish Council Page 12 of 43 

3.3 Footpaths 
 

3.3.1 10.118/1 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Goulton Lane to Hutton Rudby 
 

Grid Ref:  447825.58, 504948.78 to 447558.86, 505319.15 

Route No: 10.118/6/1 

  

Issue 1 Stile at 447569.91, 505312.81 

Issue Description The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 
The stile requires maintenance 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Photograph 1 

 
 

  

Issue 2 Footpath across field has not been reinstated 

Issue Description The field has been ploughed and crops sown, there is no 
footpath apparent and no attempt has been made to 
indicate the route or reinstate the path. 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61078 

Additional Details  There is no indication of the right of way 
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Photograph 

 

 

Issue 3 Right of Way around Moor House Farm 

Issue Description The right of way around Moor House Farm is extremely 
confusing, many stiles are broken and barred by electric 
fences. Depending upon which way the route is taken 
different routes are marked. Route checked and way 
marked in 2015- please provide information on exact 
location of problem. Way marking is not obvious, and the 
right of way runs through a horse training ménage which 
could be potentially dangerous. Landowner happy for 
users to walk around ménage when in use- not perhaps 
ideal but not serious issue. 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Many of the stiles are not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stiles do not provide access for older people 
The stiles do not provide access for dogs 
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Photograph 1 

 
Photograph 2 
 
Electric Fence across stile 
This stile is not on the 
footpath 

 
Photograph 3 
 
Stile broken and barred by 
electric fence. Don’t think this 
one is either. Isn’t the stile on 
the footpath on the other side 
of the fence to the north? 
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Photograph 4  
 
Right of way running through 
Ménage. No physical 
obstruction- can easily 
bypass when in use if 
required. 

 

 

Issue 4 Broken Stile at 447854.03, 504900.40 

Issue Description The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile is in a state of disrepair 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Doesn’t seem like it is required any more- can be used 
easily no action required 

Photograph 

 

 

Issue 5 Stile 1 at 447779.92, 504948.06 

Issue Description The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 
The stile is overgrown 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61079 
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Additional Details  Hedging requires cutting back 

Photograph 

 
3.3.2 10.118/3 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Bridleway to Goulton Lane 

Grid Ref: 447838.99, 504380.18 to 447924.51, 504593.27 

Route No: 10.118/3/1 

 

Issue 1 Way Markers 

Issue Description There are no way markers to show the right of way 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

improvement 

Photograph 1 

 
 
 

Issue 2 Right of way 
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Issue Description The field has been ploughed and crops sown, there is no 
footpath apparent and no attempt has been made to 
indicate the route or reinstate the path. 
 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61080 

Photograph 1 

 
 

 
3.3.3 10.118/4 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Potto Beck to Goulton Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447717.95, 503914.14 to 447613.58, 503864.86  

Route No: 10.118/4/1 

 

Issue 1 Stile at 447751.29, 503878.63 

Issue Description The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 
 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

improvement 

Additional Details  Stile in need of maintenance 
 
Hedging requires cutting back 
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Photograph 1 

 

 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Cooper Lane to Potto Beck 
 

Grid Ref: 447860.73, 503468.40 to 448147.03, 503102.38  

Route No: 10.118/4/2 

  

Issue 1 Signage 

Issue Description Landowner has complained that users of the right of way 
are not following the footpath as no way markers are 
present. 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Not PROW issue-  not affecting public 

Additional Details  Landowner has complained of dog walkers not keeping 
dogs on leads. 

Photograph 

 
 

3.3.4 10.118/6 
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Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Disused Railway Line to Goldgate Lane 

Grid Ref: 447860.73, 503468.40 to 448147.03, 503102.38  

Route No: 10.118/6/1 

  

Issue 1 Signage 

Issue Description Route way marking is required at all points along the 
route 
 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

improvement 

Photographs  

 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Disused Railway Line to Goldgate Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447860.73, 503468.40 to 448147.03, 503102.38  

Route No: 10.118/6/2 

  

Issue 1 Route blockages 

  

Issue Description  
Several trees have fallen across the route 
 
 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 60842 

Additional Details  Route requires clearing and vegetation cutting back 
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Photographs  

 

 

Issue 2 River erosion 

  

Issue Description The river is eroding the right of way and in several 
locations there is a large drop to the river 
 

Time and Date 30/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Unlikely to cause a problem for path users. No further 
action required at present, review if erosion continues. 
Landowner may wish to contact Tees Rivers Trust for 
advice on managing river bank. 

Additional Details  The drop to the river is very close to the footpath in a 
number of locations 

Photograph 1 
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Photograph 2 

 

 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Disused Railway Line to Goldgate Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447860.73, 503468.40 to 448147.03, 503102.38  

Route No: 10.118/6/3 

  

Issue 1 Steps to Goldgate Lane 

Issue Description The steps require maintenance and the addition of some 
material to stop slipping on the steps when wet, road 
planings, gravel etc.  
 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Foliage needs cutting back at the top of the steps 

Photographs  
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3.3.5 10.118/7 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description 10.118/6 to Bridleway 
 

Grid Ref: 447818.69, 503348.08 to 448010.04, 503279.95 

Route No: 10.118/7/1 

  

Issue 1 Stile 

  

Issue Description The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

improvement 

Additional Details  Route requires clearing and vegetation cutting back 
 

Photograph 1 

 

 

Issue 1 Way Markers 

  

Issue Description There are no way markers at 447986.12, 503985.90 to 
indicate the right of way 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Route requires clearing and vegetation cutting back 
 

Photograph 1  
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3.3.6 10.118/8 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Cooper Lane to Bridleway 
 

Grid Ref: 447352.47, 503433.97 to 447352.47, 503433.97 
 

Route No: 10.118/8/1 

  

Issue 1 Way markers 

  

Issue Description There are no way markers to indicate the right of way 
 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Route requires clearing and vegetation cutting back 
 

 

3.3.7 10.118/9 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Cooper Lane to Swainby Ellers 

Grid Ref: 447524.07, 503290.10 to 447387.81, 503070.48 

Route No: 10.118/9/1 

  

Issue 1 Stile 

Issue Description More information and photo required 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

 

Additional Details  Foliage needs cutting back at the top of the steps 

Photographs   

 

Issue 1 Way Markings 

Issue Description  
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 
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Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Foliage needs cutting back at the top of the steps 

Photographs   

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Cooper Lane to Swainby Ellers 

Grid Ref: 447387.81, 503070.48 to 447582.05, 503077.01 

Route No: 10.118/9/2 

  

Issue 1 Stile 

Issue Description More information and photo required 
 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

 

Additional Details  Foliage needs cutting back at the top of the steps 

Photographs   

 

 

 

3.3.8 10.118/10 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Butcher Lane to Cooper Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447860.73, 503468.40 to 448147.03, 503102.38  

Route No: 10.118/10/1 

  

Issue 1 Signage 

Issue Description Signage require maintenance 
 
 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

NYCC- bit scruffy but still ok for now 
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Additional Details   

Photographs  

 

 

Issue 2 Footpath 

Issue Description Footpath has not been left clear at side of field 
 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Headland is wide enough, could it do with mowing?  

Additional Details   

Photographs  

 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Butcher Lane to Cooper Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447860.73, 503468.40 to 448147.03, 503102.38  

Route No: 10.118/10/2 
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Issue 1 Stile 

Issue Description  
Stile is broken, it has been reported to NYCC 
 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

60720 Landowner 

Additional Details  Maintenance required 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Photographs  

 
Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Butcher Lane to Cooper Lane 

Grid Ref: 447302.28, 503328.51 to 447403.75, 503519.13 

Route No: 10.118/10/3 

 
 

 
 

Issue 1 Footpath Marker 

Issue Description There is no way marker to show right of way 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Three footpaths meet at this point; clear signage is 
required 

 

Issue 2 Stile at 447308.98, 503428.17 

Issue Description Maintenance required 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 
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Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Stile is in urgent need of repair- in what way? 

Photograph 

 

 

 

 

Issue 3 Stile at 447340.88, 503365.84 

Issue Description Maintenance required 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Two alternate routes are available, clear signage is 
required 
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Photograph 

 

 

Issue 4 Stile at 447357.55, 503345.54 

Issue Description Maintenance required 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Leads onto a footbridge with rails only on one side 

Photograph 
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3.3.9 10.118/11 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Potto to Black Horse Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447259.15, 503366.20 to 446774.99, 503111.80  

Route No: 10.118/11/1 

 
 

 
 

Issue 1 Footpath Marker 

Issue Description There is no way marker to show right of way 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

 

Issue 2 Stile at 447169.28, 503220.52 

Issue Description The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  The height of the stile makes it difficult to use 
There is no direction marker for the footpath in either 
direction 

Photograph 1 

 

 

Issue 2 Footpath Surface 

Issue Description The field has been ploughed and sown with new crops 
and no footpath has been reinstated 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 
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Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61082 

Additional Details  There are no markers indicting the direction of the 
footpath in either direction 

Photograph 1 

 

 

Issue 3 Signage 

Issue Description There is no footpath sign where the footpath joins Black 
Horse lane. 
 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

NYCC 61083 

Additional Details  Access from Black Horse Lane is restricted due to 
undefined and overgrown foliage 

Photograph 1 
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3.3.10 10.118/12 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Butcher Lane to Cooper Lane 
 

Grid Ref: 447860.73, 503468.40 to 448147.03, 503102.38  

Route No: 10.118/12/1 

  

Issue 1 Stile at 447271.66, 503796.36 

Issue Description The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Photographs  

 
3.3.11 10.118/13 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Black Horse Lane to Summerfield Farm 
 

Grid Ref: 447006.75, 502959.23 to 446690.74, 503771.00 

Route No: 10.118/13/1 

 
 

 
 

Issue 1 Footpath Marker 

Issue Description The footpath marker is not pointing in the right direction 
to show the right of way 

Time and Date 29/09/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

They give a reasonable indication- ok for now 

Additional Details  Footpath markers requires maintenance 
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Photograph 

 

 

3.3.12 10.118/14 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Black Horse Lane to Trenholme Farm 
 

Grid Ref: 446642.18, 502962.13 to 445285.36, 502456.22 

Route No: 10.118/14/1 

 
 

 
 

Issue 1 Footpath Marker 

Issue Description The footpath marker is not pointing in the right direction 
to show the right of way 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

As above 

Additional Details  Signs require maintenance 
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Photograph 

 

 

Issue 2 Footpath across field has not been reinstated 

Issue Description The field has been ploughed and crops sown, there is no 
footpath apparent and no attempt has been made to 
indicate the route or reinstate the path. 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61084 

Additional Details  Way markers required 

Photograph 

 
Issue 3 Stile at 446407.34, 502870.80 

Issue Description The stile requires maintenance 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 
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Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61085 

Additional Details  Way markers required 

Photograph 

 

 

Issue 4 Right of way has not been reinstated 445658.63, 
502649.02 

Issue Description The field has been ploughed and crops sown, there is no 
footpath apparent and no attempt has been made to 
indicate the route or reinstate the path. 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61086 

Additional Details  Way markers required to show route 

Photograph 

 
3.3.13 10.118/15 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Parsons Lane to Thorn Farm 
 

Grid Ref: 446000.01, 503278.14 to 445763.73, 503637.63 
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Route No: 10.118/15/1 

  
 

Issue 1 Stile at 446000.01, 503278.14 

Issue Description The stile requires maintenance 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61088 

Photograph 

 
 

Issue 2 Footpath 

Issue Description The field has been ploughed and crops sown, there is no 
footpath apparent and no attempt has been made to 
indicate the route or reinstate the path. 
 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61089 

Photograph 

 
 
 
3.3.14 10.118/16 
 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Cooper Lane to Butcher Lane 
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Grid Ref: 447411.90, 503662.64 to 447300.29, 503913.42 

Route No: 10.118/16/1 

 
 

 
 

Issue 1 Stile at 447343.77, 503614.80 

Issue Description The stile requires maintenance 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Route markers required 

 

 

 

Issue 2 Stile at  

Issue Description The stile requires maintenance 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement 

Additional Details  Route markers required 
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3.3.15 10.118/17 
 

 

Route Status: NY Footpath Current 

Route Description Bridleway to Faceby Crossroads 
 

Grid Ref: 447893.17, 503410.05 to 446540.70, 503588.35 

Route No: 10.118/17/1 

 
 

Issue 1 No route marking for footpath 10.118/17/1 

Issue Description There is no clear indication of where footpath 
10.118/17/1 joins the bridleway. 
 

Time and Date 01/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

NYCC 58829 previously reported- there does seem to be 
some confusion at this location. 

Photograph 
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Issue 2 Stile at 448078.71, 503475.28 

Issue Description The stile requires maintenance 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Improvement  

Additional Details  Route requires clearing and vegetation cutting back 

Photograph 

 
 

 

Issue 3 Stile at 448367.18, 503556.46 

Issue Description The stile requires maintenance 
The stile is not compliant with BS5709:2006 
The stile does not provide access for older people 
The stile does not provide access for dogs 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61093 

Additional Details  The stile is broken and in need of repair 

Photograph 
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Issue 4 Right of Way 

Issue Description The field has been ploughed and crops sown, there is no 
footpath apparent and no attempt has been made to 
indicate the route or reinstate the path. 

Time and Date 28/10/2016 

Person that may be 
responsible   

Landowner 61094 

Additional Details  Route requires clearing and vegetation cutting back 
 

Photograph 
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Potto Parish Council have undertaken this audit of its public rights of way and the results have 
provided a basis upon which we make some accurate conclusions and develop a clear strategy 
to resolve these issues. 
 

4.1 Unclassified Road 
 

Parsons Back lane is in urgent need of resurfacing. 
 
The status of the unclassified section of Cooper Lane remains unclear despite repeated 
requests to NYCC for a clear definition of the public right of way. 
 
This route provides the only pedestrian access to services in neighbouring villages as 
there is no continuous footpath to Hutton Rudby. However due to a ford and narrow 
footbridge this route cannot be used by wheelchairs, pushchairs etc. making this 
inaccessible to parts of the community. Potto Parish Council requested the footbridge to 
be widened when it recently damaged by river erosion however this was declined by 
NYCC despite the availability of a suitable bridge in the Parish. 
 
Despite repeated requests from Potto Parish Council for assistance with the maintenance 
of this public right of way no assistance or action has been forthcoming from NYCC. 

 
 

4.2 Bridleways  
 

It is clear that the bridleway in the Parish of Potto requires attention in a number of areas 
as indicated in the audit report.  
 
 

4.3 Footpaths 
 

The audit report reflects the current status of footpaths in the Parish of Potto, and this is 
clearly not good, with 100% of all footpaths requiring attention by either NYCC or the 
landowners. 
 
 

It remains clear that the responsibility for public rights of way remain with NYCC and the 
landowners however, Potto Parish Council as a responsible body wish to collaborate with all 
parties to ensure a sustainable solution to public rights of way in our Parish on behalf of all our 
residents. 

 
 
 
 
  

4 Conclusions 
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North Yorkshire County Council and the Landowners have a statutory duty to maintain 
rights of way in Potto, it is plaintively obvious from the results of the audit that this statutory 
obligation is not been fulfilled. 

 

5.1  NYCC 
 
 The following actions are urgently required by NYCC 
 

► Meet with Potto Parish Council 
► Take action to ensure that rights of way are clear 
► Take action to ensure that stiles are safe and well maintained  
► Take action to ensure that stiles are constructed to appropriate standards 
► Ensure that public rights of way comply with Disability Discrimination Act 1995 
► Ensure that public rights of way comply with and are maintained in-line with NYCC 

guidelines and stated objectives. 
 
 

5.2  Landowners 
 

The following actions are urgently required by local Landowners 
 

► Take action to ensure that rights of way are clear and usable 
► Take action to ensure that stiles are safe and well maintained  
► Take action to ensure that stiles are constructed to appropriate standards 

 
 

5.3 Potto Parish Council 
 

Potto Parish Council are committed to ensuring access for all members of the community 
to the public rights of way in our Parish. 

 
Potto Parish Council once again would request without delay a meeting with NYCC to 

discuss all of the issues relating to public rights of way in the Parish. 

  

5 Actions Required 
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1. NYCC Rights of Way – On-line maps 
 

2. NYCC Duties and Responsibilities of Landowners and Farmers 
 

3. NYCC Management and Maintenance of Unsurfaced Unclassified Roads 
 

4. NYCC Rights of Way Improvement Plan for North Yorkshire 
 

5. NYCC Website www.northyorks.gov.uk 
 

6. NYCC Highways Register – List of Streets 
 

7. The Highways Act 1980 
 

8. The Countryside and Rights of way Act 2000 
 

9. Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 
 

10. British Standard for Gaps Gates and Stiles BS5709:2006 
 

11. NYCC Parish Charter 
 

12. The Big Pathwatch 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 References 

http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/


 
 
 

 

 
 

Potto Parish Rights of Way Audit - 25th September 2016  Potto Parish Council Page 43 of 43 

 


