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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 18 JANUARY 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson, 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill and County Councillor Mr T Swales. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
Mrs Young was present and expressed a will to be involved in developing a Potto Plan, she 
offered her support in any way she can. Councillor Agar discussed the emerging 
neighbourhood plan which would help guide and take responsibilities in planning. Then 
discussed the emerging Hambleton Local Plan and if this catered for the requirements of our 
Parish then we could adopt that, which would also eliminate a lot the work required to develop 
a new local plan for Potto.  
 
There was a discussion around the settlement characteristic assessment, is Potto a linear 
village or can it have back-fill? It was felt that we need confirmation of the official status of the 
village from Hambleton planning. Could we adopt their policy but ask for protection? Councillor 
Macpherson suggested that there would need to be an official consultation arranged with the 
village before any decision is made. 
 
Mrs Young expressed her concerns, Councillor Macpherson reassured here that Councillors 
had the best interests of the parish in mind when developing these strategies, are here to 
protect the village. The Chairman read out part of December’s minutes regarding the Parish 
Plan, which it was hoped would be arranged ASAP. Councillor Agar to take a lead and to 
contact Claire Louise Booth. Mrs Young requested to be kept up-to-date. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs E Griffin and Councillor Mrs V 
Williams. 
 
The minutes of Decembers meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there 
were no comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was 
unanimously agreed, the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from PC Martin Willoughby at Stokesley Police had been circulated to 
Councillors; 
 
There were no items to report, Stokesley Police have contacted the clerk to ask for the dates 
of 2017’s meetings. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
16/02573/FUL – The recommendation from councillors have been submitted to HDC, no 
decision has been made yet. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths – Sheila Laking, Volunteer Co-ordinator for the Countryside Volunteers at 

North Yorkshire County Council will be visiting Potto this Friday to discuss improving the 
footpaths in the Parish. It is hoped to get a working party together to install the new 
gates/styles on 25 January under the supervision of NYCC. PPC have contacted the land 
owners and they are happy for us to do this. 
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b) Mr Steve Mason at NYCC Highways has been contacted to follow up on the site visit held 
during 2016 to discuss the designation of the Unclassified public right of way to Swainby, 
He is looking into getting a road traffic regulation order in place and also will look if there 
are any grant funding available to us to maintain the surface of the lane. 
 
Councillor Macpherson had been in contact with one of the landowners on the lane and 
discussed some trees which were overhanging the bridleway. It was noted that 
overhanging trees were the responsibility of the land owner’s. 

 
c) Traveller site – It was noted that the third caravan has now been removed from the site.   
 
d) Defibrillator training - Councillor Macpherson has spoken to the organising paramedic 

Patrick and is happy to give refresher training for villagers who are interested, there will be 
a cost of around £200 associated with the training. 
 

e) Newsletter – The newsletter was delivered to homes before Christmas.   
 

Parish Plan 
Discussed during the Public meeting, it was agreed to contact HDC to see if we could get a 
representative to attend a public meeting. 
 
Swainby and Potto School 
A note was sent around in the church newsletter regarding a consultation to incorporate Swainby 
and Potto School and Ingleby Arncliffe school and subsequently close Swainby and Potto 
School. There has been an informal meeting between the different parish councils who were 
invited to discuss and get a feeling of what is happening. A letter will be sent to NYCC, York 
Diocese and the Governing Body stating that all the Parish Councils concerned would like to be 
more involved with the process. The letter was read out and it was unanimously agreed to 
submit the letter. 
 
2017 Risk Assessment 
The annual review of the Potto Parish Council, risk assessment was undertaken and the risk 
assessment was approved for 2017. 
 
2017 Complaints Procedure 
The annual review of the Potto Parish Council complaints procedure was undertaken it was 
agreed to continue using the procedure recommended by NALC. 
 
Freedom of Information Request – Internal Review 
At the request of Mr G Robertson who submitted a FOI request via “What do they know .com” 

requesting a copy of the PFK-Littlejohn preliminary findings report. In internal review of the 

decision to refuse his request was undertaken.  

Potto Parish Council were informed that the document was not allowed to be released as 

releasing any information relating to the audit may constitute a breach of Section 49 of the 

Audit Commission Act 1998, this was confirmed by our auditors PKF Littlejohn. 

The FOIC was consulted and they referred the Parish Council to Decision Notice FS50261857 
which is available on their website.  
 
Potto Parish Council considered the information and agreed that at present we must exempt 
the release of this information under Section 33 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
However, Potto Parish Council operates in a transparent manner and would like all information 
to be available for public scrutiny, therefore it was agreed to contact the member of the public 
concerned and requested permission to release this information, to-date they have not 
responded. 
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Finance 
a) The annual review of the Potto Parish Council, Financial Regulations was undertaken and 

it was agreed to continue using the same regulations as in the previous year.  
 

b) 2014/15 Annual Return – The Action Plan developed for the Annual Return was 
discussed and a revised version is to be circulated to Councillors and placed on the 
website together with the required Annual Return documents.  

 
c) The 2015/16 Annual Return, it is hoped that the annual return report will be completed by 

PKF Littlejohn soon, however a formal objection has been submitted by a member of the 
public. 
 

d) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 1,399.04 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Budget – The current operating budget for the Parish Council based on known outgoings 

remains on track for the end of the year. 
  
Reports from County and District Councillors 
County Councillor Mr T Swales informed us that this will possibly be his last visit to PPC 
before the elections in May. He will be retiring and has a lot of handover meetings between 
now and his retirement. 
 
He reported that schools are performing well across the area, however the County Council 
currently had over 400 children in care at a cost of around £30/40K per child per year which is 
not a good situation. He also noted that there will be an extra 30 care homes built across the 
county in the next 5 years to cater for the aging population. 
 
The Chairman on behalf of the Parish Council thanked Cllr Swales for his advice and support 
over the years and wished him well in his retirement, he will be sadly missed. 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill reported that as part of his role he sits on the licencing 
committee, and from now on all taxis will have to be under 10 years old and all taxi drivers will 
have to sit a test in order to become a taxi driver. They will also have had to have held a 
driving licence for 2 or more years. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. A Chinese New Year 
themed dinner will be held at the village hall on 28 January.  
 
Potto Village calendars based on the photography competition are now on sale. 
 
Correspondence 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 
 
There have been twelve emails from a single member of the public received since the 
December 2016 meeting. 
 

I. Action Plan for audit 
II. Consent to disclose audit data 

III. Financial regulations and standing orders 
IV. Audit report data for 2014/15 
V. Precept data 
VI. Correspondence to the auditor 

VII. Action plan for 2014/15 audit 
VIII. Audit report data for 2014/15 
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IX. Consent to disclose audit data 
X. Clerks responsibilities for correspondence 
XI. Correspondence to auditor 

XII. November 2016 minutes 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate.  
 
Any Other Business 
 
None 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 15 February 2017 at 7.00pm 


