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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson, 
Councillor Mrs E Griffin and District Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
Many residents attended the meeting, which was opened by the Chairman who introduced “A 
plan for Potto” an open meeting to discuss the options available for the replacement of the 
current Parish Plan which ends in 2017. A presentation was given by Frances Bainbridge 
(Community Engagement Officer NYCC) and Clare Booth (Planning Policy & Conservation 
Officer NYCC) to explain the Hambleton Local Plan, Neighbourhood Plans and Settlement 
Character Assessments and how these can be used to meet the requirements of the Parish.  
 
There was an interactive question and answer session with residents exploring the various 
options, the consensus of the meeting was that the current Potto Plan could be updated and in 
parallel a Settlement Character Assessment developed. Residents were asked for volunteers 
to join an action group to work on the proposal, and several volunteers came forward. The 
next step will be for the group to formulate a questionnaire with assistance from NYCC to 
canvas opinion in the Parish. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: and Councillor Mrs V Williams and County 
Councillor Mr T Swales. 
 
The minutes of February’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there 
were no comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was 
unanimously agreed, the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from Stokesley Police had been circulated to Councillors;  
 
28/02/2017 – The resident of a farm at Trenholme Bar observed a small car with three 
occupants near their property asking to purchase scrap metal. On being refused the car, a 52 
plate with the letters ZZC in the VRM, left the location. It is subsequently noticed that the Ford 
Ranger belonging to the resident has been stolen. The keys had been taken from within his 
property and used to steal the vehicle. Enquiries are ongoing. 
 
08/02/2017 – Resident in Potto reports a male having attended the property offering to sell 
tarmac. Stated he was from a company called “National Highways”. Vehicle described as a 
white van registration beginning CP64. 
 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
16/02573/FUL – The recommendation from councillors have been submitted to HDC, no 
decision has been made yet. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths – North Yorkshire County Council will be providing us with another 5 gates free 

of charge to be installed by a team of volunteer residents. It is proposed to complete 
another gate on the 31st March (weather pending).  
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b) Unclassified Road (Bridle path) Email from Steve Mason of NYCC Highways re. decision 

on Road Traffic Order. Informing us that he is processing the RTO. The process will 
include a consultation period and should take around six months. He commended Potto 
Parish Council and the working group for their work so far on the bridleway surface. 
However, he does not have access to any funding available for maintaining the 
unclassified road. He will pass our emails on regarding dangerous branch removal onto 
one of his colleagues. 

 
Councillor Macpherson has contacted the projects workforce team at HMP Kirklevington 
Grange, who have offered a team to work on the bridle path free of charge, it was agreed 
to meet with the team to survey the proposed project. 
 
Councillor Macpherson has sourced a supplier road plainings which are available at £6.00 
per tonne it was agreed to acquire 120 tonnes. 
 

c) A Basic Life Support and Automated External Defibrillator training session will be held 
tomorrow in Potto Village Hall at 7.00pmn. The training will be given by the Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service Trust. 
 

Swainby and Potto School 
At a Governors meeting held on Monday it was agreed to reject the proposal to close Swainby 
School. The Chairman read out the correspondence from the Governors. 
 
Complaint Against the Clerk 
A member of the public has made a complaint against the Clerk, it was agreed to review the 
complaint at the April parish council meeting. 
 
It was noted that the ongoing harassment of the Clerk was unacceptable and advice is to be 
taken to be taken on how to proceed. Councillor Griffin stated that the clerk is an employee of 
the parish council and as such she must be protected from harassment and abuse. 
 
Support for the Parish Council 
The parish council have been contacted by several residents who have expressed their 
support for and confidence in the parish council. This support was gratefully received by 
councillors and reflects the high standard of service provided by the parish council. 
 
Newspaper Reports 
Two newspaper articles have been published following a report to the press made by a 
member of the public. The reports were discussed and the parish council agreed that it was 
important that residents were aware of why these costs had been incurred by the parish 
council. 
 
It was noted that a single resident had undertaken a personal campaign of vexatious 
harassment against the parish council for a number of years and submitted formal objections 
to the 2014/15 and 2015/16 annual returns the parish council has to fund any additional work 
undertaken by the auditors and for the 2014/15 formal objection this was around £5,300 and 
there will be a further sum to pay for investigation of the 2015/16 formal objection. 
 
These funds come directly from the parish council funds which has resulted in the increases in 
the precept. Councillors noted that monies spent would have been better served on 
improvements in the village. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return, is again the subject of a formal objection by a member of the 

public, unfortunately this will mean that the parish council will incur costs for this 
investigation by the auditor. 
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b) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account £ 712.76 
ii. Business Account £ 3,007.50 

 
c) Budget – The current operating budget for the Parish Council based on known outgoings 

remains on track for the end of the financial year. 
 

Reports from County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Hugill reported that it has been a quiet month, and he has mostly been 
dealing with the meetings surrounding Swainby & Potto and Ingleby Arncliffe schools. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated.  
 
Correspondence 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 
 
There have been sixteen emails from a single member of the public regarding; 
 

I. Disclosure of Audit data 
II. Council’s response to auditor 

III. Register of interests 
IV. Financial data – bank accounts 
V. Register of interests 
VI. Complaint against the clerk 

VII. Council’s response to auditor 
VIII. Financial data – bank accounts 
IX. Register of interests 
X. Disclosure of Audit data 
XI. Comments on D&S Times Website 

XII. Council’s response to auditor 
XIII. Financial data – bank accounts 
XIV. Agendas 
XV. Comments on D&S Times Website 
XVI. Complaint against Councillor Wilde 

 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate 
 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Wifi in the Village Hall – investigations into the installation of WiFi into the Village Hall 
revealed; 
 
a) I Love Broadband£150 one off cost to set up, then £20 per month.  
b) BT £125 one off set up cost, then £38 per month. 
 
It was agreed to discuss with the Village Hall committee 
 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50 pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 19 April 2017 at 7.00pm 




