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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 19 APRIL 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson, 
Councillor Mrs E Griffin and District Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
Mr Marsh was present, he thanked the Parish Council for the work carried out on the Bridle 
path, the Chairman thanked Mr Marsh for allowing materials and equipment to be stored on 
his land and allowing access to the site. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: and Councillor Mrs V Williams and County 
Councillor Mr T Swales. 
 
It was proposed that the AGM will be postponed to the May 2017 meeting. 
 
The minutes of March’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there were 
no comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was unanimously 
agreed, the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police Constable Dave Anderson, Beat Manager from Stokesley Police was present, he noted 
that there was nothing to report in the area, however he informed the Parish Council of the 
‘Dot P’ Marking scheme that is available from the police, he brought a poster to display. They 
can mark any personal items, from phones to horse boxes. 
 
Discussed Unclassified Road (Bridle path) to Swainby, and our application for a Road Traffic 
Order, he stated that once this is in place, the Police can enforce it. 
 
Email from Mrs K Young, she will keep PPC in touch with the Neighbourhood Watch, however 
there was nothing to report at moment. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
16/02573/FUL – The recommendation from councillors have been submitted to HDC, no 
decision has been made yet. The Chairman spoke to HDC and the objection from Highways 
has been revoked regarding the line of sight from the drive. 
 
17/00626/FUL – Plans received via email and circulated to councillors. Looked at plans and 
discussed, the council unanimously recommended approval. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
 
a) Footpaths – North Yorkshire County Council will be providing us with another 5 gates free 

of charge to be installed by a team of volunteer residents. The date for further gate 
installations will be posted on Potto Patter, as volunteers will be needed to assist. 
 
The majority of the resurfacing has now been completed. Thanks to Mr Marsh for assisting 
and storing the plainings and the workforce team at HMP Kirklevington for their labour. 
 

b) There has been a large amount of Dog fouling on the path, District Councillor Hugill will 
see if there are any signs available or funding available. 

 

c) The Defibrillator training session was very successful, lots of attendees, discussed a 
villager ‘help list’. 
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d) Complaint Against the Clerk – Chairman declared an interest. 
The complaint against the clerk was discussed, the complainant was not present. It was 
agreed that the complaint constitutes part of the continuing harassment of an employee of 
Potto Parish Council by the complainant. It was noted that Potto Parish Council has a duty 
of care for its employees and a liability under common law arising out of the Employment 
Rights Act 1996 and the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. Potto Parish Council will not 
accept harassment, bulling, or abuse of its employees in any shape or form. The clerk was 
commended for her work, and courage in the face of this continued harassment, no action 
will be taken against the clerk.  

 
Plan for Potto 
Around 10 people have come forward to be involved with the Plan, councillors will formulate 
all contacts together and propose a meeting date. Councillor Agar will also join the group to 
represent PPC. The Lady from HDC will be requested to attend the meeting to assist. 
 
Swainby and Potto School 
The chairman attended a school governors meeting for Swainby & Potto school where it was 
proposed enter into a consultation to close both Swainby and Ingleby Arncliffe Schools. No 
children are expected back at either school after the Easter Holidays, a number of teachers 
and governors have already resigned. There will be a public meeting on 10 May 2017 at 
Swainby Church Hall.  
The proposals for revised catchment areas for the schools were discussed, Potto would move 
into the Hutton Rudby Primary catchment, Swainby into Carlton and Ingleby Arncliffe into 
Appleton Wiske.  
 
Complaint against the Chairman 
Proposed to discuss in May’s meeting– Agreed. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return, it was agreed to submit the response to PKF Littlejohn’s 

questions resulting from the formal objection placed by a member of the public in Potto.. 
b) The 2016/17 Annual Return, the annual governance statement was read out by the 

Chairman and each of the points addressed and agreed. 
c) Mr Roger Briesley has kindly agreed to carry out the internal audit again this year. 

 
d) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account  £ 612.76 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Invoice received from YLCA, annual membership £121.00. Agreed. 

  
Reports from County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Hugill discussed the ‘making a difference fund’ PPC are unable to apply, 
however other local groups could, like Potto in Bloom. Discussed possibly getting the finger 
sign in Potto repaired. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated, their AGM is on 16 May. 
The next upcoming event is Wine tasting on 6 May, ‘Happy Jack’ – Play by John Godber on 
Saturday 10th June and the annual village BBQ will be on Saturday 8th July. 
 
Councillors discussed the emergency pack that has yet to be received from NYCC and WiFi 
Information to be passed to the Village Hall committee for their input. 
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Correspondence 

 
I. Letter from the Houses of Parliament – introducing UK Parliament Week to be held 

between the 13th to the 19th November. 
 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 
 
There have been 41 emails from a single member of the public regarding; 
 

I. Comments on D&S Times Website 
II. Complaint against Councillor Wilde  

III. Council’s response to auditor 
IV. Local auditor contact details 
V. Risk Assessment document 
VI. Agendas 

VII. Council’s response to auditor 
VIII. Register of interests 
IX. Comments on D&S Times Website 
X. Local auditor contact details 
XI. Standing orders 

XII. Agendas 
XIII. Risk assessment document 
XIV. 2017 -17 Annual return 
XV. Period of public rights 
XVI. Audit response 

XVII. Council bank statements 
XVIII. Comments on D&S website 
XIX. Local auditor details 
XX. Complaint against Councillor Wilde 
XXI. Village improvements 

XXII. Withdrawal of objection 
XXIII. Period of public rights 
XXIV. Risk assessment document 
XXV. Comments on D&S website 
XXVI. Agendas 

XXVII. Council bank statements 
XXVIII. Bank accounts 

XXIX. Standing orders 
XXX. Complaint against clerk 
XXXI. Annual return 

XXXII. Village improvements 
XXXIII. Local auditor contact 
XXXIV. Internal audit appointment 
XXXV. Council response 
XXXVI. Agendas 

XXXVII. Author of email 
XXXVIII. Comments on D&S website 
XXXIX. Annual monitoring of Parish Plan 

XL. Council bank statements 
XLI. Financial data 

 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
It was noted that addressing the correspondence of one member of the public was taking up a 
inordinate amount of Parish Council time and effort. 
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Any Other Business 
 
It was reported that more residents had expressed their support for the Parish Council and 
condemned the actions of the individual who had wasted the councils time and money and 
incurred additional costs for parishioners. 
 
Two councillors and the clerk are on holiday on the date of the next scheduled PPC meeting 
and AGM. Propose to move the meeting to 31st May - Agreed – to check with absent 
councillor and check with PVH bookings, then inform councillors and Police and post on 
village notice board. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30 pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 31 May 2017 at 7.00pm 


