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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 28 JUNE 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin, 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 

Two members of the public were present, and raised a number of points: 
- Overgrown footpaths, some are impassable, would it be possible to organise a working 

party be to carry out some maintenance  
- The footpath marker outside a house on the bridle way is missing and the stile is 

broken. 
- It was explained that the responsibility for maintaining footpaths rests with the land 

owners and the County Council. The current program of footpath improvements 
initiated by the Parish Council and supported by NYCC footpaths was explained 
including the styles which are being replaced in the parish. It was suggested that a 
notice was placed to ask for volunteers to help speed up the work. 

- County Councillor Hugill informed us that Potto has been mentioned by NYCC Rights 
of Way as one of the Parish Councils, which are working successfully together with the 
County Council. It was proposed to put the Footpaths Survey prepared by the Parish 
Council on the Potto website 

- It was reported that the speed limit signs when entering the village and other signs are 
hidden by the overgrown hedges.  County Councillor Hugill said this is NYCC 
Highways responsibility.  

- It was reported that the road markings near the bend in the village have nearly 
disappeared also the corner markings outside Mrs Cousins’ house are covered by ivy.  
It was explained that his is the land owner’s responsibility.  

- It was reported that the road sign for Goulton Lane, at Prestons is very faded and 
hardly readable 

- It was reported that Cooper Lane corner is very overgrown and has a large hedge 
obscuring views. The house is currently up for sale.  

- It was reported that people are parking on or very close to the corner in Potto 
obscuring driver’s views. It was explained that the Parish Council had raised the matter 
with the Police in February and they explained that this is not illegal, however it is bad 
practice. 

- It was reported that vehicles are speeding up and down the village, many are of which 
are residents. Can we ask police to assist? 

 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams  
 
The minutes of May’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there were no 
comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was unanimously agreed, 
the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from Stokesley Police had been circulated to Councillors;  
 
There had been a Burglary reported at a property on Butcher Lane, jewellery was stolen.  
 
There was a crash at Potto Hall crossroads last week where a car flipped on its roof. 
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Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
a) Ref 16/02573/FUL Demolition of two storage structures and conversion of existing large storage 

structure into two, semi-detached houses near Rawcliffe, Cooper Lane, Potto. 
Application has been REFUSED. 
 

b) Ref 17/00626/FUL Construction of a foaling shed building and a building to cover part of existing 
horse riding arena. 
Application has been APPROVED. 

 
Planning Applications 
An application has been submitted to put a static caravan on land adjacent to the bridleway, 
PPC has not received this application via post or email and it has not appeared on the 
Hambleton planning portal. We will check and circulate to councillors once received - County 
Councillor Hugill said it may not have been validated yet. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths – discussed in public meeting, Councillor Macpherson has put up dog fouling 

signs, and requested some more. It was proposed to have more dog waste bins at either 
end of the Bridleway County Councillor Hugill will check with Hambleton District Council 
about the bins. 
 

b) Un-classified Road (Bridlepath) – NYCC said that a consultation should have started on 
the bridleway; we will follow up with Steve Mason at NYCC Highways. 
 

c) Emergency Pack – Received apology email, they had forgotten about us, there is another 
initiative starting soon and we hope to receive a pack as part of this. 

 

d) Defibrillator – Code now on box. Discussed establishing a roster of residents to call in an 
emergency. 

 
Swainby and Potto School 
County Councillor Hugill stated there has been some interest in setting up a pre-school in the 
Swainby School building, PPC would support this. 
 
Parish Plan  
A Committee has been set up and had numerous emails back and forward, with 
representatives from HDC who will attend a public meeting in the village hall on Tuesday 4 
July to discuss further, Councillor Agar is involved with the Parish Plan committee as a 
representative of PPC 
 
Complaint Against the Chairman 
Councillor Wilde declared an interest and stepped out of the meeting. 
 
A complaint was received from a member of the public disputing comments reported in a 
newspaper article in the Darlington & Stockton Times.  
 
The complaint against the Chairman was discussed, the complainant was not present. It was 
agreed that the complaint constitutes part of the continuing malicious behaviour of a single 
member of the public.  
 
It was noted that Potto Parish Council will not accept harassment, bulling, or abuse of its 
members in any shape or form.  
 
County Councillor Hugill commented on the vindictive behaviour of the complainant, and 
asked how can we draw a line under his numerous complaints? 
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A meeting has been arranged with the YLCA to discuss the legal implications, and how to deal 
with the unreasonable behaviour of the individual concerned. 
 
Councillor Wilde answered questions from D&S in good faith when the newspaper phoned him 
and the comments made were not necessarily those provided by Councillor Wilde.  
 
It was unanimously agreed that the complaint had no basis and was unreasonable; therefore 
the complaint was not upheld 
 
 
Finance 
a) The 2014/15 Annual Return, 

The Parish Council discussed each point on the Action Plan and agreed that each point 
had been addressed and that the action plan was considered completed. 
 

b) The 2015/16 Annual Return; 
The investigation of the formal objection submitted by a member of the public is still 
ongoing. The current estimate of costs is £ 3,163. 
 

c) The 2016/17 Annual Return; is currently with the internal auditor. 
 

d) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 4,062.27 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Budget Review – Looking healthy, first part of precept received. The grass verges will 

require cutting soon and Andrew Hutchinson will be contacted. 
 

f) Cheque for £112.46 received from Highways or grass cutting in the urban areas. 
 

g) Pride in Potto have recently held an afternoon tea to raise funds for plants etc, it was 
agreed to provide a £30 donation – Payable to PVH. 

 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Discussed the Portal ‘Parish Portal Live’ for reporting road damage and white lines is now 
available.   
 
£600,000 has been raised from the green bin charge.  
 
Discussed ‘Hambleton Highlights’ County Councillor Hugill will circulate to us. 
 
Village Hall 
No minutes received this month. 
 
Upcoming events:  
- Sunday 9th July - Potto Annual BBQ. 

 -     Thursday 12th October - Salsa Verde’ Play - A Bad Apple Theatre Company production 
 
 
Correspondence 
 
a) A letter has been received from the FIO Commissioners office following a complaint from a 

member of the public. It was noted that this is the same member of the public carrying out 
a personnel campaign against the Parish Council. 
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b) There have been 25 emails from the same member of the public noted above since the 
last Parish Council meeting; 

 

I. Internal Auditor appointment 

II. Draft minutes 

III. Notice Board records 

IV. Formal Objection costs 
V. Correcting Actions 
VI. Annual Monitoring of Parish Plan 

VII. Comments on D&S Website 
VIII. Complaint against the clerk 
IX. Following electors wishes 
X. FOIA internal review required 
XI. Internal Controls required 

XII. Positive response invited 
XIII. Correcting actions 
XIV. Comments on D&S website 
XV. Formal Objection costs 
XVI. Draft minutes 

XVII. Author of email 
XVIII. Agendas 
XIX. Standing orders 
XX. Minutes and agendas 
XXI. Internal Auditors details 

XXII. S45 Reviews from FOIA 
XXIII. 2016-17 Period of Public Rights 
XXIV. Compliance with FOIA 
XXV. 2016-17 Annual Return 

 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Where internal reviews were considered correspondences were checked and replies had 
been made to each correspondence as required and did not breach the FOI act. 
 
It was noted that addressing the correspondence of one member of the public was taking up 
an inordinate amount of Parish Council time and efforts. 
 
Any Other Business 
Thanks were given to the two members of the public who attended the meeting tonight and 
taking an interest in the work we do. 
 
Newsletter due 
 
Councillor Griffin gave her apologies for July’s meeting. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 19 July 2017 at 7.00pm 


