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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 21 MARCH 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mr S Agar, 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson and Councillor Mr J Greco. 
 
Meeting open to the Public 
6 members of the public were present to discuss two planning applications. 
 
a) 18/00159/FUL – A member of the public read out their very informative statement, objecting 

to the application. Which included Potto not being defined as a cluster village, infrequent 
bus service, no pavements to other villages and that Potto is not defined as a sustainable 
village. The chairman thanked the member of the public for their comments and asked them 
to make sure that they were send to HDC planning department. 

 
b) 18/00339/FUL - A member of the public wished to object to this application. Their 

comments were that the design was out of character for the village and would dominate the 
cul-de-sac. They informed us there is an error on the planning application, as there is a 
covenant on these properties limiting the development to two houses on the private road. 
Also discussed the stells in the area and use of the private road for construction use would 
destroy the already fragile road surface. Once the fire brigade was called, and they had to 
back out the whole distance of the road due to poor access. 

 

The proposal site backs on to the “green corridor” formed by the old railway line and Potto 
Beck and is an important part of village’s links to the countryside and amenity.  The 
proposed dwelling would be visible from this area and would encroach eastwards into the 
open space around the village, detracting from its rural setting. 

 
Other members of the public who live locally were also there to support the objection and 
discussed Northumbrian Water’s study in the local area which stated its sewerage was at 
maximum capacity. Despite the flood alleviation scheme, surface water flooding is still a big 
problem in the area. The chairman thanked the member of the public for their comments 
and asked them to make sure that they send their comments to HDC planning department. 
 

 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
The minutes for the February meeting of the Parish Council were discussed proposed, 
seconded and unanimously agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email and PCSO Nikki Dunn was present. Nothing to report. 
 
There will be a neighbourhood watch meeting in April. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
a) 18/00339/FUL – Construction of a two storey dwelling.  

Councillors Mr  Wilde and Mr Agar declared an interest in this application and sat out of the 
discussion. 
This development was discussed; it is for a 5 bedroom property to be built behind no.37 
Cooper Lane on a greenfield site. It was commented that the pitch of the roof is very high 
and not in keeping with neighbouring houses. Northumbrian Water recently undertook a 
survey of the sewerage system and potential flood issues were discussed, along with the  
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interim policy on building small scale developments which would be considered, as this is 
not small scale development. 
 
The access to such property would be very poor, the hedge on the plans is also an ancient 
hedge which is on the neighbouring property and cannot be removed. 
 
Unanimously recommended for refusal based on the comments noted. 

 
b) 18/00159/FUL - Revised application for the demolition of 2 storage buildings, alterations and 

conversion of large storage building to form 2 semi detached dormer bungalows with 
installation of mezzanine floor, new access driveway, associated work and provision of car 
parking.  
 
Councillors Wilde and Agar registered an interest as their properties are part of the site 
boundaries. 
 
Permission had previously been refused by HDC and subsequently on appeal last year. The 
difference between the old and revised planning applications were discussed. The new roof 
height is slightly lower (1m) and is now proposed to be two dormer bungalows. 
 
Discussed access and previous highways refusal also discussed the new rules regarding 
converting barns, access and the current restrictions on the surface water and sewerage 
systems. 
 
Unanimously recommended for refusal based on the comments noted. 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

We have contacted Hambleton District Council regarding the ford and the concrete being 
broken, they have passed this issue to Highways. Someone is now coming out to view the 
ford. 
 
Discussed widening the footbridge, Steve Mason has now changed jobs, so will find out 
who to contact. 
 
Contact Steve Dawson to ensure footpaths across fields are sprayed. 
 

b) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village will be started 
when the weather improves. 
 

c) Dog fouling – the location of bins were discussed, it was agreed to wait and discuss with 
District Councillor Hugill. 
 

d) Meeting with YLCA – A meeting was held with the legal advisor of the YLCA to discuss. 
 

Parish Plan  
Discussed the possibility of an open evening for the residents to introduce the plan, a date is to 
be agreed. District Councillor Hugill has granted £300 to assist with printing costs for the plan. 
 
Formal Objection to the Annual Return by a member of the public 
The external Auditors PKF Little John, are investigating a formal complaint made by a member 
of the public regarding the 2016 -17 Annual Return. A response has been provided to the 
request from PKF Littlejohn. 
 
Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 0.84 
II. Business Account   £ 2,109.16 
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b) The current status of the operating budget was reviewed and agreed. 

 
c) The annual review of Clerk’s salary, in line with the recommended NALC and SLCC national 

salary award is being reviewed.  
 

d) It was agreed to appoint R Brisley as the internal auditor for 2017-18. 
 

e) YLCA invoice received £124 – payment agreed 
 
f) First part of the 2018/19 precept will be received in next few weeks. 
 
Complaints by a member of the public to the ICO 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50680859, made by a 
member of the public.  
 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50672279, made by 
the same member of the public. 
 
A review of the process for handling FOI requests was held and the ICO request flowchart was 
presented and discussed together with the NALC complaints procedure currently in use by the 
Parish Council. It was agreed that these would be used together for FOI requests. 

 
Complaint against the Clerk 
The Parish Council Considered the complaint from the same member of the public against the 
Clerk, Ref Feb 2018, breaches of job description, as per its complaints procedure. Based on the 
information provided and the deliberations of the Parish Council it was agreed that there were 
no grounds for this complaint against the Clerk to be upheld. 
 
Complaint against Councillor Agar 
A complaint against Councillor Agar has been made to the HDC standards Board by the same 
member of the public. The HDC Standards Hearing Panel met on the 12th February to review 
the allegations. 
 
The Standards Hearing Panel’s decision was that in their view Cllr Agar had breached the code 
of conduct in failing to record a pecuniary interest, however, they accepted that this had been 
an oversight on the Councillors part which had since been corrected and as such warranted no 
more than a recommendation to remind Cllr Agar of his obligations regarding the register of 
members interests. 
 
Potto Parish Council fully adopted the recommendations of the Standards Hearing Panel and 
reminded all Councillors of their obligations regarding the register of members interests 
 
Complaint against Councillor Agar 
A further complaint against Councillor Agar has been made by the same member of the public.  
 
Potto Parish Council reviewed the complaint and noted that a similar complaint had been 

submitted to the District Council’s Monitoring Officer, which was reviewed by the Standards 

Hearing Panel as noted above.  

Following discussions, it was unanimously agreed that this matter had already been addressed 

by the Standards Hearing Panel and that no further action was required. 

Strong concerns were expressed by Councillors regarding the vexatious nature of the 

correspondences as well as the offensive language and inappropriate accusations made; the 

Parish Council reiterated that they will not accept harassment, bullying, or abuse of its members 

or its employees in any form. 
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Report from County and District Councillors 
Not present 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. 
Mr Chips event was very successful, Lent lunches and Bake Off are upcoming. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Correspondence from one member of the public; 

i. Missing Action plan 

ii. Councils procedure for reviews 

iii. YLCA meeting June 2017 minutes 

iv. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 
v. Information from other Parishes re handling complaints 
vi. Complaint against the Clerk 
vii. Councils procedure for reviews 
viii. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

ix. Complaint against Councillor Agar 
x. Action plan 
xi. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

xii. Information from other Parishes re handling complaints 
xiii. Claim in minutes to withdraw objection to 2016 AR 

xiv. Councils response to auditors 
xv. Conflict. i.e. breach of regulations 
xvi. Action plans 

xvii. YLCA meeting June 2017 minutes 

xviii. 9 Page council document dated 5th December 

xix. Procedure for reviews 

xx. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

xxi. 9 Page council document dated 5th December 

xxii. Data to auditor 
xxiii. Training completed by Clerk 

xxiv. Complaint against Clerk 

xxv. Claim in minutes to withdraw objection to 2016 AR 

 
Correspondence from SBA  
 
Correspondence from HDC 
 
Correspondence from YLCA 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Other Business 
A discussion was held around the inordinate amount of effort incurred dealing with complaints 
and correspondences from a single ‘member of the public’. 
 
It is clear that the Parish Councils time and Money could be better utilised for the benefit of the 
whole Parish. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 18 April 2018 at 7.00pm 


