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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
AT POTTO VILLAGE HALL

Chinese New Year Celebration Dinner
28th January

2 Talking Heads
Alan Bennet Play
11th March

Annual Potto Bake Off
April

Chip Shop Chips
11th May

Happy Jack
John Godber Play
10th June

Potto Annual Barbeque
8th July

Tickets available from committee members in the New Year

Please contact Andy Wilde at Gibson House (Tel 700077) or E-mail
awilde@tiscali.co.uk , if you would like to contribute to the newsletter.
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A Very Merry Christmas And A
Happy New Year
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Potto Village Christmas Tree

A big “Thank You” goes out
once again to Ann Preston of
Preston's of Potto for kindly
providing the Christmas Tree
to the village.

| am sure that you will agree
the tree sets the festive
mood of the village at this
time of year. The tree looks
good during the day time, but
in the dark with the lights
twinkling is when it really
comes to life.

We would like to thank Amy
for organising the tree once
again.

CHRISTMAS TREE
"+ RECYCLING +

Chop up festive trees and place in
green wheelie bin (1id must be closed)

01609 779977 hambleton.gov.uk  EESRSTOY

There will be a special green
bin collection for garden
waste and recycled Christmas
Trees early in the New Year.
The collection will take place
during the week commencing
9th of January.

Trees must be placed in the
green bin and chopped up if
necessary so that the lid is
closed for the safety of the
crew’s.

Do not forget the changes to
the green bin collection ser-
vices in 2017, you will be able
to opt in or out of green bin
collections which will now be
charged for.

CALLYOUR

LOCAL
POLICE

(101

IN AN EMERGENCY

ALWAYS CALL 999
—_—
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Potto Calendar Competition

Thank you to everyone that
took part in this year’s Potto
Calendar photo competition.

We had over 100 entries and
over 50 people turned out to
vote. Thanks also to all those
people that helped set up the
exhibition.

There were a large number of
“‘winter” entries and we had to
dig a bit deeper to find photo’s
appropriate to the other sea-
sons.

Carol Singing

The traditional village carol
singing will once again be
held on Christmas Eve. This
year the singing will be held
in the Dog and Gunn at
8.00pm. Everyone is wel-
come.

A . 9

Calendar sales have gone
well but there are a few left. If
anyone would still like one,
please contact Steve Agar on
01642 701171.

The Calendar is priced at
£7.50 and proceeds go to the
Village Hall fund.

Parish Plan

The current Parish Plan will
run out in 2017.

It is planned to hold a consul-
tation early in the new year
together with Hambleton Dis-
trict Council to inform resi-
dents of the new planning
framework and investigate the
best options for Potto as we
move forwards. More infor-
mation in the New Year.
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Formal Objections to Annual Return
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As you may be aware if you
follow the minutes of the Par-
ish Council, a member of the
public raised a series of for-
mal objections to our external
auditors for the Parish Coun-
cils 2014/15 annual return.

Potto Parish Council takes
these matters extremely seri-
ously and has fully co-
operated with the auditors for
over a year to fully resolve
this matter.

Unfortunately, when such
objections are received the
Parish Council is responsible
for reimbursing the Auditors
for any work resulting from
investigating the objections.

This series of objections
were particularly lengthy and
has resulted in the Parish
Council receiving an invoice
for £5,365 from our Auditors
PKF Littlejohn LLP.

As you will appreciate Potto
Parish Council operates on
an annual precept provided
by Hambleton District Council
and is collected as part of
your Council Tax. The current
precept stands at £6,000 and
as you can imagine this in-
voice has accounted for a
large part of our expenses for
this financial year.

The Parish Council is com-
mitted to complete transpar-
ency in all matters and will
endeavor to make details of
these objections and their
subsequent resolution avail-
able for public scrutiny.

The Auditors report is cur-
rently displayed on the vil-
lage notice board and any
associated documentation
is available for viewing on
request.

We are sure that you will be
aware that Potto Parish
Council is made up of un-
paid Councilors who volun-
tarily, give up their time to
make a real difference to
the Parish of Potto and all of
its residents representing
the interests of our commu-
nity within a broad land-
scape of national govern-
ance.

Potto Parish Council remains
fully committed to improving
levels of service for the resi-
dents of the Parish through-
out 2017 and beyond.

If you have questions about
this or any other issue,
please do not hesitate to con-
tact the Parish Council or
come along to our monthly
meetings held on the third
Wednesday of each month in
the village hall at 7.00pm.

The Potto Stell system acts
as the main drainage route
for the low lying areas of
the village in the vicinity of
Cooper Lane and adjacent
agricultural areas. The stell
network is a combination of
open and culverted water-
ways that directs the water
from field drains through
the residential areas of Pot-
to and finally drains into
Potto Beck. To ensure that
the low lying areas of Potto
are adequately drained be-
hind the flood barrier in-
stalled by the Environment
Agency.

The Parish Council carried
out its annual stell inspection
in November and the network
was found to be generally in
good order. That being said it
is important that the stell net-
work is kept clear and run-
ning free of weeds or under-
growth, obstructions and the
on-going build-up of silt. If
the stell network is not main-
tained adequately then there
is a risk that there will be lo-
cal flooding in the village.
Well done to all the residents
who are doing their bit to
keep the stell network clear
and free flowing.
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Bridle Path to Swainby

A team of volunteers turned
out on one of the wettest and
coldest days of the year, to
resurface the bridle path to
Swainby one of the most well
used of our local rights of
way.

Mark Hardy and lan Mac-
Pherson organised the work
supported by volunteers from
Potto and Hutton Rudby.
Over a hundred tonnes of
road plainings were laid on
the day and have made a big
improvement, with further
work scheduled for the New
Year.

Our thanks go to Peter
Marsh, for all his help, Simon
Bainbridge for storing and

R

Delivering the plainings and
U-Hire for supplying the
equipment.

Not forgetting all of the vol-
unteers who turned out de-
spite the weather, without
whom such a project would
not be possible.

Last but not least a big
thanks to the ladies of Potto
including Debbie Hardy,
and Carolyn Hopper for
keeping the workers fed
and watered on the day
with a fantastic selection of
treats and hot drinks.

We are working with NYCC
to provide a sustainable
future for the Bridleway.
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Public Rights Of Way Audit

Following an incident where
a member of the public was
injured when a stile that
they were using collapsed,
Potto Parish Council has
undertaken a comprehen-
sive audit of all public rights
of way in the parish includ-
ing stiles, footpaths etc.

Rights of Way Audit 2016
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Potto Parish Coundil
OCTOBER2016

The results of the audit
were compiled into a report
detailing each public right
of way in the parish. The
report revealed that there
was not one public right of
way in our parish that did
not require attention of
some description. It should
be noted that the mainte-
nance of footpaths, stiles,
etc. is the responsibility of
the land owner and NYCC.

This situation was extreme-
ly worrying and the Parish
Council agreed to send the
report to NYCC footpaths
dept. The report was sub-
mitted and the NYCC Pub-
lic Rights of Way Officer
Andy Brown immediately
agreed to a site visit to dis-
cuss the audit. The first
issue raised was one of
budget in these  trying
times, however PPC stated
that it wished to work to-
gether with NYCC and
landowners to improve the
current situation and en-
sure that the country side is
made accessible for all us-
ers.

NYCC recommended re-
placing stiles with self clos-
ing gates made from galva-
nised steel, to improve ac-
cess and reduce mainte-
nance. The gates will be
provided free of charge to
PPC if we can organise
volunteers to install them.
Full training will be given by
NYCC.

Other matters such as foot-
path surfaces, way markers
and signs were also ad-
dressed as well as on-
going maintenance and
other opportunities to im-
prove the public rights of
way in our parish.



