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POTTO VILLAGE HALL

The Potto Village Hall Committee continues to provide a wide range of
entertainment for the residents of Potto in the Village Hall. Some of the
stand out events of the year included;

o The Chinese New Year Dinner

. Two Talking Heads an Alan Bennet Play

. Happy Jack a John Godber Play

. The 4th Potto Bake Off Competition

. New Zealand Wine Tasting with Kiwi Thompson

. The Annual Potto BBQ

. Potto Calendar Competition
o Potto Quiz Night

The Village Hall is also the Home of the Cub Scouts who meet each week,

All of these events are fund raising events to raise funds to maintain and im-
prove the Village Hall for current and future generations so please support
your local Village Hall if you can.

Please contact Andy Wilde at Gibson House (Tel 700077) or E-mail
awilde@tiscali.co.uk , if you would like to contribute to the newsletter.
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A Very Merry Christmas And A
Happy New Year

AVer Me;ry Christmas and a Happ
xmasTree 2 New Year to everyone in the Parish of
Potto from your Parish Council;
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Potto Village Christmas Tree

A big “Thank You” goes out
once again to Ann Preston of
Preston's of Potto for kindly
providing the Christmas Tree
to the village.

| am sure that you will agree
the tree sets the festive
mood of the village at this
time of year.

We would like to thank Amy
for organising the tree once
again.

This year's Potto Calendar
competition, was entitled
“Under The Cleveland Hills”.

December 2017

Calendar sales have gone
and all of the calendars
have now been sold.
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Parish Plan

More than 10 years ago Potto
Parish Council adopted a Par-
ish Plan that was scheduled
to run for 10 years, the 10
year period came to an end
in 2017.

The plan has seen a great
number of issues addressed
by the Parish Council which
are worthy of a mention;

o Planning & Develop-
ment Control

Roads & Footpaths
Environment
Village Hall
Communications

Projects that have been im-
plemented by the community
include;

. Potto Flood Protection
Scheme

Road to Village Hall
Village Hall Car Park
Tree Planting Scheme
Green Lane to Gold-
gate lane Improve-
ments

. Stiles and Footpaths

As the plan was coming to an
end it was agreed to investi-
gate the options available to
us and form a community
group to investigate them.

An Open Meeting was held in
March to iseek the opinions of
residents, this resulted in a
packed Village Hall where
presentations were given by
members of Hambleton Dis-
trict Council. It was agreed to
form a Steering Group which
has been named PPPSG to
lead this initiative, chaired by
Cathy Young supported by
members of the public and
Potto Parish Council. with a
view to developing a new plan
for Potto .

The initial meeting included a
review of the old Parish Plan
together with potential funding
options as well as agreeing
the framework for the new
Plan for Potto.

Working together with Ham-
bleton District Council the
PPPSG is developing a ques-
tionnaire to gather the wishes
of the community for consid-
eration as part of the New
Plan.

The PPPSG welcomes new
members so if you feel able to
contribute please contact
Cathy Young. We look for-
wards to informing you of de-
velopments in the New Year.
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Formal Objections to Annual Return Potto Stell System

As you may be aware if you
follow the minutes of the Par-
ish Council, a member of the
public has raised a series of
formal objections to our exter-
nal auditors for the Parish
Councils annual returns.

Potto Parish Council takes
these matters extremely seri-
ously and has fully co-operated
with the auditors to fully re-
solve these objections.

Unfortunately, when such ob-
jections are received the Par-
ish Council is responsible for
reimbursing the Auditors for
any work resulting from investi-
gating the objections.

These continuing objections
require a great deal of work on
behalf of the Parish Council as
each objection can be up to
200 pages in length. To-date
these investigations have cost
the Parish  Council over
£9,000.00 to PKF Littlejohn
LLP in auditors fees, monies
that would have been much
better spent in the community.
from our Auditors .

As you will appreciate Potto
Parish Council operates on an
annual precept provided by
Hambleton District Council and
is collected as part of your
Council Tax.

The current precept stands at
£7,000 and as you can imag-
ine these costs have account-
ed for a large part of our out-
goings.

The Parish Council is com-
mitted to complete transpar-
ency in all matters and will
endeavor to make details of
these objections and their
subsequent resolution availa-
ble for public scrutiny. The
Auditors reports are available
for viewing on the Parish
Website or available for view-
ing on request.

We are sure that you will be
aware that Potto Parish
Council is made up of unpaid
Councilors who voluntarily,
give up their time to make a
real difference to the Parish
of Potto and all of its resi-
dents representing the inter-
ests of our community within
a broad landscape of national
governance.

Potto Parish Council remains
fully committed to improving
levels of service for the resi-
dents of the Parish through-
out 2018 and beyond.

If you have questions about
this or any other issue,
please do not hesitate to con-
tact the Parish Council..

The Potto Stell system acts
as the main drainage route
for the low lying areas of the
village in the vicinity of
Cooper Lane and adjacent
agricultural areas. The stell
network is a combination of
open and culverted water-
ways that directs the water
from field drains through the
residential areas of Potto
and finally drains into Potto
Beck. To ensure that the low
lying areas of Potto are ade-
quately drained behind the
flood barrier installed by the
Environment Agency.

The Parish Council carried out
its annual stell inspection in
November and the network
was found to be generally in
good order. That being said it
is important that the stell net-
work is kept clear and running
free of weeds or undergrowth,
obstructions and the on-going
build-up of silt. If the stell net-
work is not maintained ade-
quately then there is a risk that
there will be local flooding in
the village. Well done to all the
residents who are doing their
bit to keep the stell network
clear and free flowing.



Page 4

Newsletter

December 2017

Bridle Path to Swainby

Following the efforts of resi-
dents in extremely cold and
wet condition last year, the
Parish Council decided to en-
listed the assistance of Kirk-
levington Grange Open Pris-
on who provide a work force
to undertake community pro-
jects. The team worked closely
with the Parish Council and
spent two weeks on site dig-
ging out and resurfacing a
large section of the lane which
has greatly improved the ac-
cess for all users.

The Parish Council would like
to thank Peter Marsh without
whom this project would not
have been possible. Peter
provided the

.

Space to store the materials
as well as allowing access
and providing a base for the
team.

HMP Kirklevington Grange
provided their services free
of charge as part of their
Working Within the Commu-
nity initiative and the Parish
Council would like to thank
them for their hard work on
the project.

The Parish Council are work-
ing with NYCC to provide a
sustainable future for the
Bridleway, that will ensure
that the lane will provide a
safe fully accessible route for
all user to enjoy.

Newsletter

December 2017

Footpath Improvements

Following on from the Public
Rights of Way Audit under-
taken by the Parish Council
last year the Parish Council
have worked closely with
NYCC footpaths team to
develop a project that will
allow Potto residents to cir-
cumnavigate the village with-
out having to navigate stiles.

NYCC have provided self
closing gates as well as on-
site training on installation.
Two gates have been in-
stalled so far with more to
following the New Year. If
anyone would like to volun-
teer to help with the installa-
tion please contact any
member of the Parish Coun-
cil.

Village Improvements

The Parish Council and the
Ladies of Pride in Potto
have come together to initi-
ate a project to renovate the
old finger post in the centre
of the village. A grant has
been secured from the Ham-
bleton District Council
“Making a Difference

Scheme” supported by our
County Councillor Mr David
Hugill. 1t is hoped to kick off
the work early in the New
Year, the sign is of significant
importance to the village in
that it signifies our right to
hold a market in the village.



